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Good Conſcience — 
CIVIL OBEDIENCE. 


B Being the ſubſtance of a SERMON 


Preached before the Judges , at the Aſſiſes 
held at Hunttingis Aug. 24. 1670. 
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By jon Areriton, M. A. Vicar of St. “ ver. 


. 57 the ſaid County. 8 - | 


— — 


Contra rationen nemoſ, obri u5,Contraſl 8 


1 , 
— 


turas nemo Chriſttanus, Contra Ercleſiam I ſenſerit 3 

nemo pacificas St. Aug. lib. 1 3. de Tri- | 
nitate- 

| Princips. ſummum rerum juditiam Dij dederant, fu 

F Ati 4 4c glee relida eſt, Tacitus lib. 6. Hifor. 
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F rated; by S. G. and B. G. for Frances Egleſſielu, , | 
and are to be ſold at the ſigne of the Marzgold + © | 
3 n St. Pauls Churchyard . 3 


To the READER. „ 


W hat was lately ſolindedin ib cor 
& here 2 to the ce , 
ſor word, withait any enlargement of 
my note, to make" them ſwel in the 
Prefs, being ume illing to obtrulle more 
upon the publick diem from tbe 
Frint-bouſe, then what had approba- 
tion from the Pulpit," the band that 
pointed my "meditations to this ſubs 
Je, and induced me to make them 
pick, was love to peace andtruth, 
and pity of the deſpicable condition of 
the multitude of you which under the * 
miſpriſzon, or deluſion, or reſtiveneſs o 
7 1975 nale ere + 
and a godd Conſeients, (in opfo- 
ſing themſelves to the law full com- 
mans of th? bigher P bert) and ſo 
run beadlong into tbe Ab 92 of Gods 
judgements in tbit world and inthe 
world to come, 05 Oxen to the ſtaugb. 
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TO TUR READER. 


knnawing, or Valuing, that it 1 

their lives, if any , heme 
of their faults, I bave gained a Saul, 
Jam. 5. v. 19, 20. Bretbren if any of 
yau do err from the trutb, and one con- 
vert him, let bim know that be which 
converteth a fenner from the. error 0 


hi. way ſball ſave a ſoul from death, 


aud ſhall hide a multitude of fins. 


But if thereby be be the ratber con. 
firmed in them (for the ſame Sun 
which ſoftens wax bardens clay) bow- 
ever I have delivered my own Sow, 
Ee z. 19 yet if thon warn the wick: 
ed, and be turn not Nh bis 7 
uf nor from bis wicked way, be. ſha 
dy in hit i iniquity but thou baſt. delive- 
red thyſanl, which. is all. the deſigne of 
bim who is i (whether bon bear or rfor- x 
een Nahe 
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The Obligation of agood Conſcience, 
5 be civil Obedience. 


The Text Romans 13, verſe 5. 


Wherefore je maſt needs be ſubjeg not enly fer wrath, 
but alſo for Conſcience ſake. | 


T was a good peice of policy, in the King of 
I Mee! dee, Ane tat! hey Thcap fghe 
thirty two Captains ey ſhould fight 
neither wich ſmall nor great, pigs the Kino 
Iſrael- | : 
i He well knew that the generals fall would ſoon 
flat the courage, and rout the order of his Army; 
that I mighit uſe the like policicagainſt'that Cham- 
pien which now bids defiance Yo all humane Au- 
thority and civil juriſdicton, vis. (Liberty of 
Conſcience) I have c_ this ſmooth ſtoue out 
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2 The Olligation of a good ſony 
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wu. A sun in the Firmement , an Eagle in the 
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of the brook of St. 7 > to. thy ow = Ig 


* the proſecution of this proplition f 1 Malt 
— pls paxtieulars. 

ho they are diet maſt be ſubjeR. 
© 's, Whoheyarearmalt be ubjec. Obli- 
gation of Conſcience to obey. 

3- Upon what account obedience to the Civil 
Power is a debt of Cenfcience. -- 

4. Examine the influenceof Conſcience into Ci 
vil Obedience. | 

And then reflect upon the whole by. way of uſe. 
and Application. | 

And firſt, - who they are that wm be Subject 3 


they are of all Ranks, Haren. and Dees 


"Verle che fic of is, Chapyer, SHINE Rn | 
Taos N, let evety foul be ſubject to Gebt ighe! 
powers, wiz. Clerss & las, Conclave , and 
venticle, Male and Female, Rich and Poore , 705 
and Low, Bond * Free, cven inferigur 
ſtrares themſelves, wl the Centurion in "Se 
„ thetaſelves under Authority, and they 
have others under them. For the very order of 
Nature infers an univerſal homage to one Sypreawe 
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of duration out: Lek 
is conden * ura t ee 
on him; adde Paſtors of the ad are bound 
under the lite pain , to bes The 17 ak aws 
made according 5 d of God; whetefor 
mult needs 

Pac alſd for Seelen kale, 3 
further anſwered , 1 . Bn 
from the Text edge : to be Civil, eee 
part whatſoever of the Civil JuriſdiQtion 3 NG 


committed to the adminiſtration of 
rlons no otherwiſe requires ce then to the 


ras Supreame. I. Pet. 2. 13. to them only 

as put in authority under him for che puniſhment of 
cvil doers and the praiſe of them that do well. 

So that fill the Prince is im all canſes and over 
all perſons , as well Eccleliftic?l as Civil bead 
and Supteame: and his Kingdome ruletti cet all; 
and ſo I paſs to the 2d. pat —— viz." In What 
ſence the Subject i is anger the O Hof Tor 
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ſcience to obey. 2 
For anſwet to this perten, 2555 8 


farthar then the firſt verſe of this Chagtel 
obedience is enjoy ned to the ij gher po powers. which 
word Power, is lole Obligatotie to the 'Conſci- 


ence, r edi gulſh berweetie 
the Soverai thi ders tung 
in e 95 2 7 and nature Amp 
indifferent, neteſſarie to þ ind n 
otherwiſe, bindes the Cebckses 115 in regard 
of Obedience due i Chriſtian ſtrates, in 


lawfu] things )-and the matter ad nature of che 
| e od ho peel W 
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ligetie upon che Confeience: ſo ae 
dene remains free and at liberty, as to. the 
hn ge nature of the La, tur Found” and 
der Obligation in reſp” of the power; the 
e of Pripces whether Civil; for the 

. of: the © : x or 'Eccle- 
prone 2 the well governing ng of the Church 
44838 Laws) do Und in: Conſcience in 
contempt and dilobedience to the higher 

Pa (ro whom p — 1 has committed the 
9 ſuc bot not in reſpect of 
aaa: 90 ich baba ere 

— 2 Hie 

As when a diere ber ſome reckinbloce 
Po tick, 9 ng end, commands a Lext te 
de le ptathat is for ſeme dayes abſtinence from Fleſh, 
itis e or not eating of Fleſt that ſim- 
offends: Goc, ve > — 

Nine) but the! centmpt of the Law, 
and wilfull and obſtinate diſobedience to the Magi- 
9 eee Go mokeing Laws,-ardexadts 

. \Cbywhom Kings 
Gene se) "So » 286 7 £ 7 I 


/ 1 che uſe ofthe Creartje is fihGad 
Wdpent. Dot aie the pot Laus of Men 
(which corſiſt not ef tłings in theirtou n nature 
receffatyts htion': { for fuck eam ran male 
cchers than af&*cotiraincd ihitke. Kriptutes) but 
corfiſting of things itirtemſelves indifferent nod 
ethe rwiſe hectſſaty ten as they bear the ſtamp ant 
: Impre ff mon of the higher Powers „ otherwiſe Obli- 
'S2torie to the Confeierce 55 meg they er 
«Divine Obligation. 2: 100 20} 6! 
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8. The Obligatian of a good Conſeience. 

becauſe the'power whereby: 8 
e ee 

— . rt - WONT nce 

to obedience | nd 10 

I paſs xo che Sed 

— rate 

Canfciace!: +1 ent Dogs ; 1 . 

Sr. James Jairh Chap 4. 
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<d:in igel: 
_y alſo for Conſcience 


God hath joyned irate with - 
jr in che VT Av Mags — obli- 
ation, Ezra 7. 56. ver. Le eee 
the Law af, DEN | 


let 
whether 


inde the ( nts Is 
lo obakiencer0 the higher Powers is a debt of 
Conſcience becauſ 


9 5 * his Miniſters, 
where ſore ye mult dee be ob pt 
hated fot wrath bur. 15 for Conſcience 


And ſo I come i in the fourth and laſt place to ex- 
amine tie infſuences of Conſcience into obediencc. 
I ha's been 8 wileſt. Legiſla- 


B 4 | tors, 
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"The — af 4 ent wh Wo 


— 19 ny wal 
wark z would wee rapge oo furche r then 


of a good Conſcience void o of olfe fe warde God 
beds diſband all | 


and towards Man, then might Princkt 
r of a | 


W rights © 
3 
the vixtue o ir Wy oo 
muſt eate the bread of W yin rule in 
feares but God hath ſex beige about chem, vic. 
to be obeyed not only for : but alſo for Con- 
ſcience ſake which 0 dreaks downdoth what 


in him lyeth, to ee waſte, and . 


Soveraignry to the prey: 
For take away the JOLLY ion 
ence ; & all. gqyernment is met ulurpati 
Saia des \ theit . 
Thrones ſtand mar bloodd the beſt Title to 


a Cron ĩs e Sword , geſt 
Arm. Kingdoms and Commonwealchs are but 
ſocieties of Slaves and Valſals, and he that can 
free himſelf the ſooneſt is the beſt man, and he that 
can win a Crown may lawfully weate it, which 
principle molt evidently ptoſtitutes the Diadem to 
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ſubjection. 


"Urdery and dry! met, 2 
ko dd⸗ "ap power ot 


Jin nh the 82 
644, Fet. 3. 13; (Aker Aeteede ro 
ret forrups in your judgmenes ende led our 
e e 3 by excry 
nc Niari a Oe — — ae 
en tau 1 as the truth is in Fus that no 


of Conſcience can juſtly abſolve you from 

the- 1 ' „which ou | un- 

n 0 8 ak 
it that Chriſtian li 


1 i and! A thoſe ob whar — vg 
v er; e 
ſion Ein abuſed , their liberty under the 
3 for Cloaks of 'nonconformiry”,. malici- 
-ouſnels or as oceaſion to the fleih to nouriſh tho 
brats of it, Faction · Schiim, Strife, Debate 
2 ot humor: ſhaſl one day poſſeſs the pu. 
niſkment of diſobedienee, ſuffer as evil doers, and 
be led forth wich the workers of iniquity. | 
. — 
is Str. P 
writ this ICE _ 5 0. 
Nero a Enemy Chriſtian Religion 
u the Throve, under whoſe: Tyranny the Faitk 
Wa —— — . — - hor ben — 
at it could not 
in Ahe flame. Ad if Obedience — n 
Civil power, when veſted in a Tyrant: how much 
the tather, when it is the poſſeſſion of à nurſing Fa- 
ther. If they that refiſted the power of Nero, chat 
gracclefs Moulter » e * whar pu- 


niſhment 
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and if of Gods then all hat deny the King 

— nr ing no King but Feſws, and 
under pretence of Chriſtian Liberty urge 2 diſpen- 
ſation from the Civil power, do plainly erre, not 


knowi rg nar ne the things 


of the Scriptures and undeniably. of God: all orders 
and degrees of Men owe obedience and fubjection 
to the Civil power. |w e ye mult needs'be 
ſubject 5 not only for wrarh, but alſo for Conſci- 
ence fake. Ah let not the dreams | en 
revelations of.cvery man, that calls himſeff a pro- 
phet, prev: that more ſure woid of Pro- 
— (via. the Scriptures of the old and new Te- 
ſtament) 2. Pet. 1. 19. to which you do well to 
take heed, till che day dawn und the day ſtar atiſe 
in your hearts. - Theſe ate che latter dayes wherein 
evil Men and ſeducers vorſe and worſe, decei- 
ving and being deceived, but beloved remember ye 
the words ſpoken of before; by the Apoſtles of our 
Lerd i 1 os ta I Tim. 4. 1. 2. Pet. 23. 
chat ye fall nat from ꝓout ſtedfaſtneſs, norbe made 
| 4 — Me r- 
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3 Fo Civil Oladiacr. Bp 
percliandiſeof , through faigned words, and blguiled 


I ho there be many now engaged: {under the miſ- 
priſion of well meaning, though Conſciences] 
with the mulritude of Noſe that 9 
for their ſakes it is, I have ſo long followed this exhor- 
tation that they may fir down pol the way 


they are in, and poſſibly recover themſelves out of the 
ſnare, beſore they receive the wages of their nonconfor- 
mity, Schiſm-, not to ſay Sedition. © For Aoſes his rod 
calt- upon the ground, will turn into a Serpent, and 
carries a ſting in the Tayl. Wilt thou not be Affaid of the 
power, in which ſence give me leave to apply that oh 
the Orator to Mark Anthony Merer te Antoni quorum fate 
im:teris , eorum exttus nan perhorreſcere. I ſtand amazed 
chey dread not the fearfull end of thoſe whoſe werkes: 
they imitate, ade 8 f. wo unto them ſor they have gon in 
ine way of Cain & ran greedily after the error of falaam 
for reward, & periſbed in the gainſaying of Core. Prov. 24. 
al. My ſon ftare thou the Lord and the King and meaddlenert 
" with thoſe that are given to char gev. 22. for their calamity. 
fball r:ſeſuddenlh:&f who knoweth the ruine of them both that 
is of God, & the King, of the King for he beares not the 
ſword in vain, of God, for hethat reſiſts {ball rect ive to. 
bimſelf damnation : ſo that in rendring obedience to the 
Civil power, you ſcare not him only, that can killthe body, 
but him alſo that can kill both body & ſoul, and caſt them 
into Helt fer: vyherefote ye muſt needs be ſubject not on · 
ly for wrath but alſo ſot Conſcience ſake: and ſol paſs. 
from all that ought to be ſubject to all that in any. ſence. 
beare rule, from the King as Supreame to all that are put 
in authority under him. That ri ouſneſs may run down 
as a River, and Judgment as a mighty; Stream: that el e- 
precious oymment of miniſtering Juſticg, and (ĩecitin. 
8 C 3 Iudge- g 


13 The Obligation if 1 5 .Conſcrence 
udgemem : may not wet bead alone hu 
down — Nec abe 


3. The peace; an ith Kin and Kinglom 
che Crownand Commonwealth 
K. The obligation of-@ good-Conſcience the 
ſtrate muſt conſider whoſe Miniſter he is as well as che 
Subj ——— he hach. and then the ſame Cons 
ſcience 


cee ede bee cat bindes 
che Subj ject do obey 


If uy — Or was 3 
to obey: chan he that — Cos — og 
ſcience) — — to himſelf ee E cen Magi. 
ſtrate may NMorance » Gr 10n 5 
a0 h g, ebe ide Miniſter of God, a — 
(and is under the Obligation of Conſcience — 

every mam that doth evil, and if there be a 
divine Ob'igarion 


enen all homane Lays (not contra · 
tie to the divine will) then . —ů— 


the Civil power ( in all lawfull things) plainly ſuffer 
evil doors | Mee ert they fondly hug their chains: and 
wildly boaſt of and gloty in ſuch ſufferings 3 — that 
one day appeare to their-ſhame, but to the joy of ſuck 
Magifrarcs as regard nor the pleace accuſation of their 
miſguided Conſciences, diſcharge theirown in'puniſhing 
theit obliquiries ;/ not dr Judgement ar n 
away the face of Juſtice. My Lords Right Honourable, 
_— „ 
all r any office in appertaining ice, 
wacſe daily, and Ontinual care it ſhould be, to ſee the 
wann Laws of e e TEL I Lon muſt 


re- 
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1 Sn 2 
ry bes, ind be obedient to the voice of 
chen to the clamours of oſſen · 
— to what tribe or {aQion IT they belong. 
— wow — a windſhall not ſowEce.. 
11.4 raverics ought to 
have no better cftectney bur if eng one elfe his 
Conſcience to her duty to 
be counted a man; let me 8 in the 
words of lare Reverend Prelac of this Dioceſs, vir. Bi- 
ſhops ,{poketrupon the ſame occaſion he makes ag 
Dur ro des — eben af e, — 
ro gain a ty, 0 
en tare fry ple a wounded Conſcierce, a 
Canfcichce (hall beſtead you more then a thouſand 
> — — for you againſt ten thouſand tongues. 
18 when the hearts of all men ſhall be made ma- 
every man ſhall have praiſe of God ( having 
done well) 'whoſe' Miniſters you are ſo long as. you do 
well, and are not affaid with any amazement ;' ro exe» 
cute tach upon every man that doth evill, & ſo I paſs ra. 
the ſecond conſideration, c. the convidtion of gainſay 
etz , char will know their error but in the 1” | 
ment; . 50. x 4 — 9 ee turn 
grace into watt poiſon out of 
ſwtetneſs, pen k, s of. oo! bean, approbati- 
on of the ctimè. It is the —— experience, 
hat the fruit of ae and ſuſpentꝰon of of Juſtice. 
is but the hat "offendet ; 2s the Sun doth clay, de- 
ind being moſtly of that mould, and ther- 


are man 
re in all we only capable of learning obedience 
by the thing h Seyeos ought to lufler , and fo I cone 
to the 3d. and 10 ation, vi. the peace and ſe- 


curity of the King and Kingdoms that N uagiſtrate that 
luffers any vice to grow. bears tle Sword in vain, bas 3 
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